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State scholarships  

Begabtenförderungswerke - organisations for the promotion of talented students - 

You can apply to the a.m. 13 organizations if you 

- are an EU citizen 

- are a citizen of a country that is an EU accession candidate (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine) 

- fulfill the requirements of § 8 BAföG (nationality) (e.g. refugee background, settlement permit, 

tolerated stay permit) 

If you have a visa for study purpose, you can also apply to one of the party-affiliated foundations. The 

following foundations offer corresponding scholarships: Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung, Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung für die Freiheit, Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung. 

 

www.stipendiumplus.de 

 
Here you`ll find the info sheet on BAföG: 
 
www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__Dow
nloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Ausland/
BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Information_Sheet
_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf 

 
 
 

Deutschlandstipendium – Germany Scholarship - 

Young talents and personalities of all nationalities who achieve outstanding results are sought after. 

Success at school and/or at university is decisive. However, social commitment, the willingness to take 

on responsibility or special personal circumstances should also be taken into account when awarding 

scholarships. 

 
If your university participates in this program, you can apply directly there. The 

Deutschlandstipendium is paid out in the amount of 300 euros per month and does not count towards 

BAföG. 

 
www.deutschlandstipendium.de/deutschlandstipendium/de/ser
vices/english/the-deutschlandstipendium-best-of-both-worlds-
for-students 

 

 
Here you will find an overview of all universities participating 

in the Deutschlandstipendium program: 

www.deutschlandstipendium.de/SiteGlob

als/Forms/deutschlandstipendium/hochs

chullandkarte/hochschullandkarte_formul

ar.html?queryResultId=null&pageNo=0 

 

Aufstiegsstipendium - Study scholarships for talented professionals. You can apply for the 

Aufstiegsstipendium if you 

• have already successfully completed vocational training and 

• have two years of professional experience (foreign professional qualification must be 
recognised in Germany before professional experience) 

• meet the requirements of § 8 par. 1 or 2 BAföG (nationality) 

• you want to study for your first degree full time or part time. 

Applications are possible one year before the start of the course and during the course until the 
end of the 2nd semester. 

www.aufstiegsstipendium.de 

 

mailto:best@stwhh.de,
http://www.stwhh.de/
http://www.stipendiumplus.de/
http://www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__Downloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Ausland/BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Information_Sheet_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf
http://www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__Downloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Ausland/BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Information_Sheet_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf
http://www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__Downloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Ausland/BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Information_Sheet_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf
http://www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__Downloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Ausland/BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Information_Sheet_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/deutschlandstipendium/de/services/english/the-deutschlandstipendium-best-of-both-worlds-for-students
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/deutschlandstipendium/de/services/english/the-deutschlandstipendium-best-of-both-worlds-for-students
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/deutschlandstipendium/de/services/english/the-deutschlandstipendium-best-of-both-worlds-for-students
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/deutschlandstipendium/hochschullandkarte/hochschullandkarte_formular.html?queryResultId=null&pageNo=0
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/deutschlandstipendium/hochschullandkarte/hochschullandkarte_formular.html?queryResultId=null&pageNo=0
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/deutschlandstipendium/hochschullandkarte/hochschullandkarte_formular.html?queryResultId=null&pageNo=0
http://www.deutschlandstipendium.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/deutschlandstipendium/hochschullandkarte/hochschullandkarte_formular.html?queryResultId=null&pageNo=0
http://www.aufstiegsstipendium.de/


Scholarships for students with foreign nationality 

This information-sheet gives an overview and makes no claim to be complete. All information subject to change. As of April 2024 
Studierendenwerk Hamburg | Beratungszentrum Studienfinanzierung – BeSt | Grindelallee 9, 20146 Hamburg 
Tel. (040) 41902-300, best@stwhh.de, www.stwhh.de 

2 

 

 

Programs of universities in Hamburg  

Uni Hamburg  

Website on scholarships for international students (Merit- or Degree completion scholarships). 

 

 
For students, who do not fulfill the requirements of § 8 BAföG (German Law on higher 

education grants). 

www.uni-
hamburg.de/en/internationales/studierende/incoming/studi
um-mit-abschluss/waehrend-des-
studiums/finanzierung/leistungsstipendien.html 
 

HAW  

Info page for international students. You’ll find information about the following scholarships: 

 
• excellence scholarships for international Bachelor's and Master's students 

• German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Prize for international students demonstrating 
outstanding academic achievement and social or intercultural engagement. 

• degree completion grants for international students (application via Studierendenwerk 

Hamburg) 

 
For students who do not meet the requirements of § 8 BAföG (German Law on higher 

education grants). 

www.haw-hamburg.de/en/international/international- 

students/funding-and-scholarships/scholarships/ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__D
ownloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Aus
land/BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Informatio
n_Sheet_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf 
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TU Hamburg  

Info page on scholarships for international students. Here you can find information on the following 
scholarships: 

• Merit Scholarship 

• Stibet graduation n grant 

• Examination scholarship of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg) Application to 
Studierendenwerk Hamburg. 

These scholarships are for students who do not fulfill the requirements of § 8 BAföG 
(nationality). 

 
 

www.tuhh.de/tuhh/en/education/students/organisational-
details-about-your-studies/financing-your-studies 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
www.stwhh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Internationales/__D
ownloads/Finanzierung_von_Studierenden_aus_dem_Aus
land/BAfoeG_fuer_auslaendische_Studierende/Informatio
n_Sheet_BAfoeG_in_English.pdf 

 

HCU  

Information on scholarships specifically for international students www.hcu-hamburg.de/en/international/financial-support 

HfbK  

Funding opportunities for international students www.hfbk-hamburg.de/en/internationales/ 

 

HfMT  

Scholarship options for international students. www.hfmt-pleasehamburg.de/die-hfmt/internationales/ 

  

  

Exam Scholarship for international students  

You can apply for the exam scholarship if you 

• do not meet the requirements of § 8 BAföG and are therefore not entitled to it and 

• you will complete your studies within two semesters. 

If you are studying at the University of Hamburg, please apply directly there. 

 

 
Students of HAW, TUH, HfBK, HfMT and HCU apply at Studierendenwerk Hamburg. 

www.uni-
hamburg.de/en/internationales/studierende/incoming/st
udium-mit-abschluss/waehrend-des-
studiums/finanzierung/examensstipendien.html 
 
www.stwhh.de/en/international-affairs/students-from-abroad 
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Interdisciplinary support programmes of private scholarship providers  

The Reemtsma-Begabtenförderungswerk supports low income students. A scholarship can be 

received until the completion of the 9. university semester and / or the 30th birthday. The scholarship 

is open to all students at German universities. 

reemtsma-stipendium.de/ 

The Dr. Arthur Pfungst Stiftung supports students with good grades and financial need. German as 

well as international students can receive a scholarship. If you are pursuing a first degree 

(Bachelor's, Master's, state examination) full-time at a state university, you can apply. Second degrees 

as well as studies abroad are generally not supported. An application can be filed after 

approx. 2 semesters of study. 

www.pfungst-stiftung.de 

The Kölner Gymnasial- und Stiftungsfonds awards grant scholarships, the amount of which depends 

on your financial need. Students with non-German citizenship can be funded if they are studying in the 

federal territory. 

Funding from the 3rd university semester at the earliest. According to the website, the foundation has 

fixed requirements regarding the grade point average (2.0 or 2.5). The studies must be completed by 

the age of 30. 

 

www.stiftungsfonds.org 

Subject- specific scholarship options  

The Dr. Jost Henkel Foundation supports students of all subjects. 

Business, social, natural and engineering sciences are preferred fields of study. Excellent academic 

performance (grade point average of at least 2.0) is the basic requirement for support. 

https://dr-jost.henkel-stiftung.com/ 

The MTU Study Foundation supports talented young women in scientific and technical courses of 

study. The foundation's KONTUR programme offers non-material support in the form of training, 

coaching and networking with experts from industry. 

www.mtu-studien-stiftung.org 

The Foundation for Training and Studies (SFAS) awards scholarships for training at home and 

abroad in the fields of business auditing, business and tax law, newspaper publishing 

as well as scholarships for the promotion of international understanding and cooperation. 

www.sfas-online.de 

The Claussen-Simon-Stiftung supports talented young students, who distinguish themselves with 

outstanding achievements and who want to finish their master studies with great commitment. The 

scholarships are awarded all over Germany in every subject.  A monthly scholarship to finance the 

studies will be provided income-dependent. You must apply before the start of 

studies. German language skills at level B1 are required. 

www.claussen-simon-stiftung.de/de/wissenschaft- 

hochschule/masterplus/ 

mailto:best@stwhh.de,
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Testimonials and guides for scholarship applications  

Here you can find reports from scholarship holders who received a scholarship from a 
Begabtenförderungswerk: 

www.arbeiterkind.de/studium-finanzieren/stipendien 
 

 
 ApplicAid has published a scholarship guide that you can download free of charge 
 and offers free help with your scholarship application 

 
www.applicaid.org/stipendienratgeber 
 

 

Scholarship databases  

The DAAD database offers an overview of scholarships for international students, graduates and 

postdocs in Germany from the DAAD as well as other scholarship providers. At the time of your 

application your stay in Germany should not exceed 15 months in general. 

https://www.daad.de/deutschland/en/ 

In the large database „e-fellows.net“ you can search more than 1000 scholarships from 450 

organizations. 

www.e-fellows.net/Studium/Stipendien/Stipendien- 

Datenbank/Stipendium-suchen-finden 

ELFI - Servicestelle für Elektronische Forschungsförderinformationen, offers the opportunity to look 

for scholarships. 

www.elfi.info/studentenservice.php 

Using a questionnaire MyStipendium generates an individual profile which will be compared to the 
profiles of different foundations. Under the button “Stipendienverzeichnis” you find a summing up of 
scholarships. The scholarship-index includes about. 3.300 scholarships as well as a few other 
means of income while studying. 

www.mystipendium.de 

The Hamburger Stiftungsdatenbank lists all foundations in Hamburg. Keywords might be “Studium” 
or “Stipendien”. 

serviceportal.hamburg.de/HamburgGateway/FVP/FV/Justiz/
Stiftungsdatenbank/?sid=55 
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